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§251.2

(2) Geophysical exploration for min-
eral resources;

(3) Geological scientific research; or

(4) Geophysical scientific research.

Permittee means the person author-
ized by a permit issued pursuant to
this part to conduct activities on the
OocCs.

Person means a citizen or national of
the United States; an alien lawfully ad-
mitted for permanent residence in the
United States as defined in section 8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(20); a private, public, or
municipal corporation organized under
the laws of the United States or of any
State or territory thereof; and associa-
tions of such citizens, nationals, resi-
dent aliens, or private, public, or mu-
nicipal corporations, States, or polit-
ical subdivisions of States or anyone
operating in a manner provided for by
treaty or other applicable inter-
national agreements. The term does
not include Federal agencies.

Processed geological or geophysical in-
formation means data collected under a
permit and later processed or reproc-
essed. Processing involves changing the
form of data so as to facilitate inter-
pretation. Processing operations may
include, but are not limited to, apply-
ing corrections for known perturbing
causes, rearranging or filtering data,
and combining or transforming data
elements. Reprocessing is the addi-
tional processing other than ordinary
processing used in the general course of
evaluation. Reprocessing operations
may include varying identified param-
eters for the detailed study of a specific
problem area. Reprocessing may occur
several years after the original proc-
essing date. Reprocessing is determined
to be completed on the date that the
reprocessed information is first avail-
able in a useable format for in-house
interpretation by BOEM or the per-
mittee, or becomes first available to
third parties via sale, trade, license
agreement, or other means.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
Interior or a subordinate authorized to
act on the Secretary’s behalf.

Shallow test drilling means drilling
into the sea bottom to depths less than
those specified in the definition of a
deep stratigraphic test.

Significant  archaeological  resource
means those archaeological resources
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that meet the criteria of significance
for eligibility to the National Register
of Historic Places as defined in 36 CFR
60.4.

Third Party means any person other
than the permittee or a representative
of the United States, including all per-
sons who obtain data or information
acquired under a permit from the per-
mittee, or from another third party, by
sale, trade, license agreement, or other
means.

Violation means a failure to comply
with any provision of the Act, or a pro-
vision of a regulation or order issued
under the Act, or any provision of a
lease, license, or permit issued under
the Act.

You means a person who applies for
and/or obtains a permit, or files a No-
tice to conduct geological or geo-
physical exploration or scientific re-
search related to oil, gas, and sulphur
in the OCS.

§251.2 [Reserved]

§251.3 Authority and applicability of
this part.

BSEE authorizes you to conduct ex-
ploration or scientific research activi-
ties under this part in accordance with
the Act, the regulations in this part,
orders of the Director/Regional Direc-
tor, and other applicable statutes, reg-
ulations, and amendments.

(a) This part does not apply to G&G
exploration conducted by or on behalf
of the lessee on a lease in the OCS.
Refer to 30 CFR part 550 if you plan to
conduct G&G activities related to oil,
gas, or sulphur under terms of a lease.

(b) Federal agencies are exempt from
the regulations in this part.

(c) G&G exploration or G&G sci-
entific research related to minerals
other than oil, gas, and sulphur is cov-
ered by regulations at 30 CFR part 580.

§§251.4-251.6 [Reserved]

§251.7 Test drilling activities under a
permit.

(a) [Reserved]

(b) Deep stratigraphic tests. You must
submit to the appropriate BOEM or
BSEE Regional Director, at the address
in 30 CFR 551.5(d) for BOEM or 30 CFR
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254.7 for BSEE, a drilling plan (sub-
mitted to BOEM), an environmental re-
port (submitted to BOEM), an Applica-
tion for Permit to Drill (Form BSEE-
0123) (submitted to BSEE), and a Sup-
plemental APD Information Sheet
(Form BSEE-0123S) (submitted to
BSEE) as follows:

(1) Drilling plan. The drilling plan
must include:

(i) The proposed type, sequence, and
timetable of drilling activities;

(ii) A description of your drilling rig,
indicating the important features with
special attention to safety, pollution
prevention, oil-spill containment and
cleanup plans, and onshore disposal
procedures;

(iii) The location of each deep strati-
graphic test you will conduct, includ-
ing the location of the surface and pro-
jected bottomhole of the borehole;

(iv) The types of geological and geo-
physical survey instruments you will
use before and during drilling;

(v) Seismic, bathymetric, sidescan
sonar, magnetometer, or other geo-
physical data and information suffi-
cient to evaluate seafloor characteris-
tics, shallow geologic hazards, and
structural detail across and in the vi-
cinity of the proposed test to the total
depth of the proposed test well; and

(vi) Other relevant data and informa-
tion that the BOEM Regional Director
requires.

(2) Environmental report. The environ-
mental report must include all of the
following material:

(i) A summary with data and infor-
mation available at the time you sub-
mitted the related drilling plan. BOEM
will consider site-specific data and in-
formation developed since the most re-
cent environmental impact statement
or other environmental impact anal-
ysis in the immediate area. The sum-
mary must meet the following require-
ments:

(A) You must concentrate on the
issues specific to the site(s) of drilling
activity. However, you only need to
summarize data and information dis-
cussed in any environmental reports,
analyses, or impact statements pre-
pared for the geographic area of the
drilling activity.

(B) You must list referenced mate-
rial. Include brief descriptions and a

§251.7

statement of where the material is
available for inspection.

(C) You must refer only to data that
are available to BOEM.

(ii) Details about your project such
as:
(A) A list and description of new or
unusual technologies;

(B) The location of travel routes for
supplies and personnel;

(C) The kinds and approximate levels
of energy sources;

(D) The environmental monitoring
systems; and

(E) Suitable maps and diagrams
showing details of the proposed project
layout.

(iii) A description of the existing en-
vironment. For this section, you must
include the following information on
the area:

(A) Geology;

(B) Physical oceanography;

(C) Other uses of the area;

(D) Flora and fauna;

(E) Existing environmental
toring systems; and

(F) Other unusual or unique charac-
teristics that may affect or be affected
by the drilling activities.

(iv) A description of the probable im-
pacts of the proposed action on the en-
vironment and the measures you pro-
pose for mitigating these impacts.

(v) A description of any unavoidable
or irreversible adverse effects on the
environment that could occur.

(vi) Other relevant data that the
BOEM Regional Director requires.

(3) Copies for coastal States. You must
submit copies of the drilling plan and
environmental report to the BOEM Re-
gional Director for transmittal to the
Governor of each affected coastal State
and the coastal zone management
agency of each affected coastal State
that has an approved program under
the Coastal Zone Management Act.
(The BOEM Regional Director will
make the drilling plan and environ-
mental report available to appropriate
Federal agencies and the public accord-
ing to the Department of the Interior’s
policies and procedures).

(4) Certification of coastal zone manage-
ment program consistency and State con-
currence. When required under an ap-
proved coastal zone management pro-
gram of an affected State, your drilling

moni-
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§§251.8-251.14

plan must include a certification that
the proposed activities described in the
plan comply with enforceable policies
of, and will be conducted in a manner
consistent with such State’s program.
The BOEM Regional Director may not
approve any of the activities described
in the drilling plan unless the State
concurs with the consistency certifi-
cation or the Secretary of Commerce
makes the finding authorized by sec-
tion 307(c)(3)(B)(iii) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act.

(5) Protecting archaeological resources.
If the BOEM Regional Director believes
that an archaeological resource may
exist in the area that may be affected
by drilling, the BOEM Regional Direc-
tor will notify you of the need to pre-
pare an archaeological report under 30
CFR 551.7(b)(5).

(i) If the evidence suggests that an
archaeological resource may be
present, you must:

(A) Locate the site of the drilling so
as to not adversely affect the area
where the archaeological resources
may be, or

(B) Establish to the satisfaction of
the BOEM Regional Director that an
archaeological resource does not exist
or will not be adversely affected by
drilling. This must be done by further
archaeological investigation, con-
ducted by an archaeologist and a geo-
physicist, using survey equipment and
techniques deemed necessary by the
Regional Director. A report on the in-
vestigation must be submitted to the
BOEM Regional Director for review.

(ii) If the BOEM Regional Director
determines that an archaeological re-
source is likely to be present in the
area that may be affected by drilling,
and may be adversely affected by drill-
ing, the BOEM Regional Director will
notify you immediately. You must
take no action that may adversely af-
fect the archaeological resource unless
further investigations determine that
the resource is not archaeologically
significant.

(iii) If you discover any archae-
ological resource while drilling, you
must immediately halt drilling and re-
port the discovery to the BOEM Re-
gional Director. If investigations deter-
mine that the resource is significant,
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the BOEM Regional Director will in-
form you how to protect it.

(6) Application for permit to drill
(APD). Before commencing deep strati-
graphic test drilling activities under an
approved drilling plan, you must sub-
mit an APD and a Supplemental APD
Information Sheet (Forms BSEE-0123
and BSEE-0123S) and receive approval.
You must comply with all regulations
relating to drilling operations in 30
CFR part 250.

() Revising an approved drilling plan.
Before you revise an approved drilling
plan, you must obtain the BOEM Re-
gional Director’s approval.

(8) After drilling. When you complete
the test activities, you must perma-
nently plug and abandon the boreholes
of all deep stratigraphic tests in com-
pliance with 30 CFR part 250. If the
tract on which you conducted a deep
stratigraphic test is leased to another
party for exploration and development,
and if the lessee has not disturbed the
borehole, BSEE will hold you and not
the lessee responsible for problems as-
sociated with the test hole.

(9) Deadline for completing a deep strat-
igraphic test. If your deep stratigraphic
test well is within 50 geographic miles
of a tract that BOEM has identified for
a future lease sale, as listed on the cur-
rently approved OCS leasing schedule,
you must complete all drilling activi-
ties and submit the data and informa-
tion to the BOEM Regional Director at
least 60 days before the first day of the
month in which BOEM schedules the
lease sale. However, the BOEM Re-
gional Director may extend your per-
mit duration to allow you to complete
drilling activities and submit data and
information if the extension is in the
National interest.

(c)-(d) [Reserved]

§§251.8-251.14 [Reserved]

§251.15 Authority for information col-
lection.

The Office of Management and Budg-
et has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this part under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned OMB
control number 1010-0141 as it pertains
to Application for Permit to Drill
(APD, Form BSEE-0123), and Supple-
mental APD Information Sheet (Form
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